
 
Pentagon Pollution, 7:  

The Military Assault on Global Climate 

• The projected full costs of the Iraq war (estimated $3 trillion) 
would cover “all of the global investments in renewable power 
generation” needed between now and 2030 to reverse global 
warming trends. 

• Between 2003-2007, the war generated at least 141 million 
metric tons of carbon dioxide equivalent (CO2e), more each 
year of the war than 139 of the world’s countries release 
annually. Rebuilding Iraqi schools, homes, businesses, 
bridges, roads and hospitals pulverized by the war, and new 
security walls and barriers will require millions of tons of 
cement, one of the largest industrial sources of greenhouse 
gas emissions. 

• In 2006, the US spent more on the war in Iraq than the entire 
world spent on renewable energy investment. 

• By 2008, the Bush administration had spent 97 times more on 
military than on climate change. As a presidential candidate, 
President Obama pledged to spend $150 billion over ten years 
on green energy technology and infrastructure — less than the 
United States was spending in one year of the Iraq war. 

Source: https://climateandcapitalism.com/2015/02/08/pentagon-pollution-7-military-assault-global-climate/ 
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