Methodist

Excerpts from the United Methodist Bishops Pastoral Letter

We write in defense of creation. We do so because the Creation itself is under
attack. Air and water, trees and fruits and flowers, birds and fish and cattle, all
children and youth, women and men live under the darkening shadows of a
threatening nuclear winter. We call The United Methodist Church to more faithful
witness and action in the face of this worsening nuclear crisis. It is a crisis that
threatens to assault not only the whole human family but planet earth itself, even
while the arms race itself cruelly destroys millions of lives in conventional wars,
repressive violence, and massive poverty.

Therefore, we say a clear and unconditional No to nuclear war and to any use of
nuclear weapons. We consider that nuclear deterrence is a position that cannot
receive the church's blessing. We state our complete lack of confidence in
proposed "defenses™ against nuclear attack and are convinced that the enormous
cost of developing such defenses is one more witness to the obvious fact that the
arms race is a social justice issue, not only a war and peace issue.

Excerpts from Statement of Social Principles of the United Methodist
Church

We dedicate ourselves to peace throughout the world, to freedom for all peoples,
and to the rule of justice and law among nations.

We believe in the present and final triumph of God's Word in human affairs, and
gladly accept our commission to manifest the life of the gospel in the world.
Amen.

War and Peace
We believe war is incompatible with the teachings and example of Christ. We
therefore reject war as an instrument of national policy and insist that the first
moral duty of all nations is to resolve by peaceful means every dispute that arises
between or among them; that human values must outweigh military claims as
governments determine their priorities; that the militarization of society must be
challenged and stopped; that the manufacture, sale, and deployment of armaments
be reduced and controlled; and that the production, possession, or Use of nuclear
weapons be condemned.



