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2010 Statement of Conscience 

1. We believe all people share a moral responsibility to create 

peace. Mindful of both our rich heritage and our past failures to 

prevent war, and enriched by our present diversity of experience 

and perspective, we commit ourselves to a radically inclusive 

and transformative approach to peace.  

2. Our commitment to creating peace calls us to the work of 

peacebuilding, peacemaking, and peacekeeping.  

3. We advocate a culture of peace through a transformation of 

public policies, religious consciousness, and individual 

lifestyles.  

4. We all agree that our initial response to conflict should be the 

use of nonviolent methods.  

5. We repudiate aggressive and preventive wars, the 

disproportionate use of force, covert wars, and targeting that 

includes a high risk to civilians. We support international efforts 

to curtail the vast world trade in armaments and call for nuclear 

disarmament and abolition of other weapons of mass destruction. 

We repudiate unilateral interventions and extended military 

occupations as dangerous new forms of imperialism.  

6. Conscientious discernment leads us to engage in the creation of 

peace in different ways. We affirm a range of individual choices, 

including military service and conscientious objection (whether 

to all wars or particular wars), as fully compatible with Unitarian 

Universalism.  

Our faith calls us to create peace, yet we confess that we have not done 

all we could to prevent the spread of armed conflict throughout the 

world. This Statement of Conscience challenges individual Unitarian 

Universalists, as well as our congregations and Association, to engage 

with more depth, persistence, and creativity in the complex task of 

creating peace. 


